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commission’s chair- 
Thimayya, have 
back to the U.N. 


Command without incident their 


and that the “serious conse- 


to return the prisoriers-of-war 
to their captors, have been 
avoided. 


The U.N. Command, in ac- 
eordance with its earlier state- 
ments but contrary to General 
Thimayyas interpretation of 
the relevant terms of the 
Armistice Agreement, have 
carried the matter a isive 
stage further by releasing the | 
22,000 unrepatriated prisoners 
to “civilian life.” It is difficult | 
to see how they could have 
done anything else in view of 
their understanding of the 
armistice terms as compelling 
the release of all prisoners 
120 days after they had come 


into the custody of the neutral | 


commission. Indeed the U. N. 
Commander. General Hull. in 
his reply to General Thimay- 
ya's letter requesting the Com- 
mand to take over the 22,000 
captives on January 20, ex- 
pressed the conviction that in- 
stead of returning the prison- 
ers to their respective Com- 
mands, the neutral commis- 
sion, by its terms of reference. 
was itself under an obligation 
to set the men free at one 
minute past midnight on Jan- 
uary 23. 

It is clear that both the 
neutral nations commission 
and the U.N. command 
were in the first place 
Griven to their conflicting 
points of view by the fear of 
violence. If the prisoners-of- 
war had remained under the 
charge of the Indian force 
commanded by General Thi- 
mayya beyond January 2. 
they might have attempted to 
bring about their own release, 
with or without aid from Dr. 
Syngman Rhee’s men. Serious 
clashes with the Indians could 
hardly then have been avoid- 
ed. If the U.N, command had 


captive, as General 

had requested, until such time 
as their status could have been 
determined by agreement with 
the Communist command or 


the prisoners it is reasonable, 


Al the danger has 
E 
evidence so far. to hope 
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publicly- 
may inadverten 
sians an oppo 


Russians need only accept these 


not ony the official Socialist 


the policy of 
of West Ge 
to 


clarity and 
ys “demands” at 


Assembly, | 
and an all-German Government 
with complete freedom of action. 

It has now dawned on the 
t that the 


three demands — from which 
neither the West Germans nor 
the Western Allies could easily 
withdraw — in order t nullify 
the EDC, and even the Cerman ;j 
adherence to the Schumer Pool 
and te create an “Austrian situ- ; 
ation” in Germany. An all-Ger- | 
man Government would ro ion. 
ger be a partner to any of the 
treaties signed by the present 
West German Government. And 
even though it might be accorded 
complete freedom of action, it 
could, as little as the Austrian 
Government, use such freedom 
of action to pursue a policy of 
unilateral Western integration as 

long as one-third of its territo 

was under Russian occupation. 
would, like the Austrian Gévern- 
ment, first have to seek a peace 
treaty and an end of the ,octu- 
pation, and it would, like the 
Austrian Government, have to 
look to both West and East in 

pursuit of this inevitable aim. 
In Adenauers view this would 
a disaster, since it would 


would, pend a peace treaty, 
force on Germany an essentially 
neutral policy even if no “neu- 
tralism” were imposed. 
Adenauer now bas against him 


in Berlin, everybody 
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West German Misgivings 
As Conference Begins 
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* 
rable fo 
four coalition Parties, 

estima of 


Russians will or will not offer 
naturally 
holds his hand for the time be- 
ing. All are agreed that only on 
the basis of free all-German elec- 
tions can German unity be re- 
alized; all reject merger of 
the representative West German 
Governnent with the unrepre- 
sentative East German one. As 
long as the Russians stick to the 
demand for such a merger as a 
precondition to German elec- 
tions, therefore, the split im the 
West German rnment will 
remain latent and inoperative. 
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Police 


Pitfalls 


By “VALTER PINNER 


yeep seems to be joining 
2 t 


he group of countries which 
have legislation on cartels or 
trusts. It is therefore not too 
early to warn that nothing in 
excess of the British Monopo- 
lies and Restrictive Practices 
Act, 1948, be taken as a model. 
Mis Act provided for four 
or six stages of investigation 
and, if found necessary, legisia- 
tion. In the first stage, the 
Board of Trade, on receiving « 
comp nt against an alleged 
mono oly or restrictive practices 
in a specific trade, pre-examines 
hetber the facts appear te be 
inst the public interest. If 
satic“ed of a prima facie case, 
rd refers tte matter to 
Mes and Festrictive 

ormamission fer in- 


tigation is the se- 

„ important stage. 

Nen is composed of 

persons appointed by the Pre- 
sident of the for their 
gualifications as administrators, 
jurists or economists, and who 
can be relied upon-for unbiased 
judgment in the public interest. 


Evidence on Oath 


The Commission issues a 
public invitation te interested 
parties. The investigation is 
thorough: history and structure 
of the trade, turnover and in- 
ter-relationg of firms, agree- 
ments within the trade associa- 
tion er between it and other 
trade 2 coy 

nts, profits, prices, cost 
ot teotentan import duties or 
other import restrictions and 
many other relevant facts are 
complied, Any person called as 
& Witness must appear before 
the Commission, any relevant 
document must be produced, and 
evidence taken on oath. 

The Commission is bound to 


Op- include its reasoned conclusions 


in its report and may 


in Anti-Cartel Legislat 


then is submitted to the Board 
of Trade which s it before 
Parliament and publishes’ R in 
book form ‘(with the exclusion 
of information necessarily or 
timately claimed as secret). 
n the third stage, the Board 
be Trade refers the report to 
the Government Authority main- 
ly interested in this specific 
trade. This may be the Board 
of Trade itself, the Ministers of | 
Supply, of Works, of Fuel and 
Power and others, including the 
Minister of Health to whom, for 
instance, the report on dental 
goods was referred. The trade 
associations are then invited to 
give their views on the report 
or to state whether they are. 
willing to amend their agree- 
ments, in accordance with the 
eonclusiong of the Commission 
or the suggestions of the Min- 
ister, who is not necessarily 
bound by the advice of the Com- 
mission. Thug any trade Asso- 
ciation which finds itself cri- 
ticized by the Commission, has a 
second opportunity of answer- 
ing the report on facts, conclu- 
sions and proposed action. 


Orders and Legislation 

At the fourth stage, the Min- 
ister decides whether or not to 
make a Statutory Order to 
which he is entitled on matters 
within his sphere of authority. 

Two more stages are reserved 
for cases when the Board of 
Trade decides that an investiga- 
tion should be held into the 
general effect on the public in- 
terest of 


Pp boing ca 
into the effect on the pub 
in “exclusive 


A “gene 


Tt must be 


laid before Parliament and 


Statutory Order ean be issued 
on matters affecting several 
‘trades, = enn on such 
matters prerogative of 
Parliament. — f 

The adv of 


this 
eedure, as described in this rt | that 


survey, are: 
(1) That any action—whether by 
Statutory Order or by La. 
is preceded a thoro in- 
vestigation of the co 
under which trades are operat- 
ing, the necessity or advisability 
of their agreements,. and à re- 


(2) That the 
nopolies 


rts of the Mo- 
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_ 2nd Instalment Plan 


STEIMATZKY'S BOOKSHOPS 
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